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Site name: Fenlake Meadows CWS 

 
Status(es): County Wildlife Site 
 Local Nature Reserve 
 
Gridref: TL068487 
 
Area: 21.3 hectares 
 
Council(s): Bedford Borough 
 
History: 
 1990 CWS recognized 
  
CWS recognized for: Fen, swamp and marsh  
 Neutral grassland  
 
Main habitats present:   
 UK BAP Priority  Fen, Marsh and Swamp (Broad habitat)  
 
 Other habitat(s) Neutral grassland  
 Mature trees  
 
Site Description: 
 
Phase 1 Survey 1990 
A CWS containing a good example of neutral grassland and a marsh. The CWS comprises: a small field 
of neutral grassland at TL064487 and a very small field of neutral grassland adjacent to southeast; a 
field of neutral grassland at TL066489; a small field of neutral grassland at TL066486; a field of neutral 
grassland at TL067488; a field of neutral and marshy grasslands at TL068487; a field of marshy 
grassland at TL069486; a narrow strip of amenity grassland extending from TL067491 southeast to 
TL070486 along the southwestern bank of the River Great Ouse; a section of the River Great Ouse 
from TL067491 southeast to TL070486.  
 
In 1987 the two westernmost fields were cut for hay.  
 
CWS Survey 2007 
The four fields were surveyed, numbered incrementally from south-east to north west. 
 
Field 1 – TL06904863 
 
The section nearest to the river and to the amenity grassland is dominated by Arrhenatherum elatius 
and Epilobium hirsutum. To the west is a stretch of Deschampsia caespitosa which is backed to the 
west by a stretch of Phalaris arundinacea which is backed to the west by a stretch of Carex acutiformis. 
The whole field, barring the river edge, is bounded by trees mainly Salix species. 
 

The following wetland species were noted: Angelica sylvestris, Carex acutiformis, Carex disticha, 
Filipendula ulmaria, Iris  pseudacorus, Lythrum salicaria, Phalaris arundinacea and Typha latifolia. 
 
Field 2 – TL06834872 
 
This is an L shaped field that borders the river to the east. Apart from the river frontage all sides are 
bordered by trees and/or shrubs mainly of Salix sp. with a ditch on the western and southern borders. 
 
The field is dominated by patches of Phalaris arundinacea (bordering the river), Carex acutiformis 
(bordering the western boundary, Glyceria maxima (in the southern section) and Deschampsia 
caespitose (in the central section). 
 

The following wetland species were noted: Angelica sylvestris, Carex acutiformis, Carex disticha, 
Equisetum palustre, Filipendula ulmaria, Galium palutre, Glyceria maxima, Lycopus europaeus, Lythrum 
salicaria,Persicaria amphibian, Pulicaria dysenterica, Ranunculus sceleratus, Stachys palustris, and 
Typha latifolia. 
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The field is a very good example of the following NVC communities: S28 Phalaris arundinacea tall herb 
fen,  S7 Carex acutiformis swamp, S5 Glyceria maxima swamp and MG9 Holcus lanatus-Deschampsia 
cespitosa grassland. 
 
Field 3 – TL06734879 
 
The amenity grassland is bordered by a section of Phalaris arundinacea south of which is an area that 
was flooded at the time of the survey. The summer has been very wet allowing the lake to remain 
throughout the summer. The lake is bordered by Carex acuiiformis and Veronica angallis-aquatica, with 
a patch of Botomus umbellatus (a strong indicator) at its southern edge. South of the lake are two areas 
of Thalictrum flavum (a strong indicator). South of the lake is a band of Carex acutiformis south of which 
is a band of Filipendula ulmeria. This is followed by a band of Carex acutiformis with patches of 
Eleocharis palustre.  The most southern section of the field is drier. 
 

The following wetland species were noted: Filpendula ulmeria, Glyceria maxima, Carex acutiformis, 
Eleocharis palustre, Phalaris arundinacea, Juncus inflexus, Alisam plantage-aquatica, Veronica 
angallis-aquatica, Lycopus eurpaeus, Lemna minor, Deschampsia caespitose, Carex disticha and 
Equisetum palustre, and two strong indicator species Thalictrum flavum, and Botomus umbellatus.  
 
The field is a very good example of the following NVC communities: S28 Phalaris arundinacea tall herb 
fen,  S7 Carex acutiformis swamp, S5 Glyceria maxima swamp and MG9 Holcus lanatus-Deschampsia 
cespitosa grassland. 
 
Field 4 – TL06654892 
 
This field has an area dominated Deschampsia caespitosa  at its northern end with the majority of the 
field with Carex acutiformis and Filipendula ulmaria with smaller areas dominated by of Phalaris 
arundinacea and Carex disticha. At the southern end there are two ponds. One is a widening out of the 
ditch in the field boundary. The strong indicator Oenanthe fistulosa is present in the pond and in the wet 
area (stop 5) surrounding it. The southern edge of the field is drier (stop 6). 
 

The following wetland species were noted: Filpendula ulmeria, Glyceria maxima, Carex acutiformis, 
Eleocharis palustre, Phalaris arundinacea, Juncus inflexus,, Veronica angallis-aquatica, Carex disticha  
Stachys palustri.s, Persicaria amphibian, Glyceria fliutans, Callitriche sp. Alopeurus geniculatus and  
Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticus, and one strong indicator Oenanthe fistulosa. 
 
The ponds in the southern part of the field add diversity to the field and Oenanthe fistulosa is only 
known from 10 locations since 1970 (J Dony 1976) 
 
The field is a very good example of the following NVC communities: S28 Phalaris arundinacea tall herb 
fen,  S7 Carex acutiformis swamp, S5 Glyceria maxima swamp S19 Eleocharis palustis swamp and 
MG9 Holcus lanatus-Deschampsia cespitosa grassland. 
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Supplied citation will include a site boundary map here against an Ordnance Survey map background 
 
 
 

(The map is not show in this example to avoid Ordnance Survey licencing issues) 


